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Abstract

Lao people have a history since ethnic origin and migration, etc., to settle
in the current land as same as the Thai people. Around B.E.1194, a great nation,
called itself ‘Tai’, ‘Shan’ in Burmese, ‘Ai Laos’ or ‘Gnai Laos’ in Chinese, had
migrated southward from the Kingdom of Ai Laos to Laos and established a
new kingdom called. Nan Chao. Later, a Thai Nan Chao named Khun Borrom
came down to reign under the land and expanded the territory widely. As in
1796, the kingdom of Nan Chao was seized by Kublai Khan, the Tai people
spreaded out in the south more and more.

Buddhism entered into the kingdom of Lanchang with two different
evidences: Firstly, Nang Kaeo, queen of a king named Pha Gnum, asked her
prince consort to bring in Buddhism from Cambodia to enshrine in the main
land. Accordingly, the Khmer king sent a monk group leaded by Phramaha
Pasamanto Thera and Phramaha Devlanka along with wise men, craftsmen
and surrounded by lots of people, to bring a statue of the Buddha, named
‘Pra Bang’ and the Buddhist scriptures including many other artifacts to offer
the king Pha Gnum; secondly, when the king Pha Gnum reigned the throne
not so long, it appeared that he became cruel mistreatment, having be known
by the King of Cambodia, his Sasura (father-in-law), he sent a message to the
king Pha Gnum to come to Cambodia and hold the Buddha’s teachings to rule
people, and observe the five precepts, then, returned to Lanchang Kingdom
surrounded by the Sangha Order.

At present, most Lao people are Theravada Buddhists regarded as national
religion (60% of the total Lao population), along with the ancestral spirits
of the minority people in the high mountains. Meanwhile, the Christian and
Islamic Laos are relatively small in number. Theravada Buddhism influences
on society, politics, government and the Lao people’s way of life, and is a very
mainstream of Lao culture appearing nationwide with both terms of language

and literary arts, Performing arts, etc.
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