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Dvaravati the origin of Buddhist art of Thailand
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Abstract

This article shows the knowledge about the Dvaravati Kingdom by
compiled from the research results of interested people and scholars to
show background and clue of Dvaravati culture which the Buddhist arts of
Thailand has been influenced from India. Dvaravati occurred around the
11th - 16th Buddhist Centuries. Dvaravatiis is the name to refer the
kingdom of the lower Chao Phraya River. It is an empire that has been
influenced by both Buddhism and Brahminism from India. It is a large
community that has prospered densely packed with 3 cities
:NakhonPathom, Ku Mueang and Uthong. Luang Chin Hien Chang (Yuan
Chang) and Luang Chine Yi Jing or Monk Eichin said in his archives that
there is a great empire in between the Sri Kaset (Burma) and Isanpur
(Cambodia) named Tolopoti (Dvaravati).The archaeologists have explored
ancient sites the Buddha created by a craftsman during the Gupta dynasty
of India (860 - 1150 BC). There are a lot of at NakhonPathom and urban
areas located in the Chao Phraya River and northeast direction until
NakhonRatchasima and Buriram. In addition, there found a silver coin that

on one side with an inscription in Sanskrit. It reads “ Sri Dvaravati
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Swarapunya”, which translates into Thai as “Merit of the Lord Dvaravati”
which found at NakhonPathom, U Thong district (Suphanburi) and at Ku
mueang.

Dvaravati culture is the first culture at here. It is the sunrise of
civilization that is the basis of almost all Thai civilizations. It is also the first
time Buddhism has entered this country and it is the Thai national religion.
Keywords: Dvaravati, Buddhist art, Archeology
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