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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were: 1) To study the political development of local residents
in Chanthaburi, 2) To study the level of participation of local residents in Chanthaburi related to the
Local Administrative Organizations, and 3) To study a model of political participation in the context of
Chanthaburi communities.The mixed method was applied in this research.

The study showed that there were variety of different political factions in Chanthaburi, There
were variety of political power terminals, the various political groups were unable to dominate like
other provinces in the Eastern Thailand with the basis of people diversity and limitations of
politicians who were unable to control the political economy of Chanthaburi province.The
participation level in administration of local government organizations and political development of
people in Chanthaburi province remained low ( =2.18) The majority of local residents identified their
occupation as business owners, they didn’t have time to participate either the project or follow up,
however , although there was a relatively high individuality but if there was any problem that had a
wide impact or directly on their own, people could gather claim, follow up and check the work on
such issues, the level of participation in the Local Administrative Organizations, they easily put aside
their differences when they feel they need to protect their rights. Furthermore, survey respondents
indicated the high level of satisfaction with the public forums held to discuss issues related to
planning and strategy. When considering areas with high scores in management, namely planning
and policy because the community has been established at least once a month per village by
various projects and plans it needs to be made through the community from the people and local
administrative organizations also provide activities to increase public participation . For the political
participation model that is appropriate to the context of the community. Residents also enjoyed
participating in activities that sponsored by the Local Administration Organizations designed to
increase participation. The model of political participation in the context of Chanthaburi communities

was election.

Keywords: political participation, political model, participation level.
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